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The objective of the research is to find students’ ability to Learn English 
at the tenth grade of SMAIT Ar-Rahmah Makassar.  The research method 
is descriptive design with a quantitative approach. The population for this 
study is tenth-grade students at SMAIT Ar-Rahmah Makassar. The 
sample of this research was tenth grade, which contains 40 students. The 
research used Report text as the instrument of the research. The findings 
of the research shows that that the ability of in reading comprehension 
the students is quite good because the result categorize as fairly good. the 
level of students’ ability to learn English in Critical Reading is average. 
There are 74% (Fairly Good) the ability in terms of comprehension 
indicator. The ability of the students to Analyze the text in critical reading 
68% (Fairly Good). The ability of the students in terms of Synthesis 71% 
(Fairly Good). The ability of the students to evaluate the report text 67% 
categorized as Fairly good.  The highest ability of the students in terms 
critical reading to learn English is indicator of comprehension. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The capacity to communicate effectively, particularly in English, is one of the talents 

required of students throughout the learning process. English is considered the most essential 

language since it enables us to acquire information, integrate and develop science, technology, 

and senior culture, as well as create connections with other countries. And the importance 

and advantages of studying English as a foreign language continue to grow daily. Learning a 

new language, on the other hand, may be challenging. Teachers and experts thought that each 

person had a unique experience with the foreign language learning process. Some people 

quickly pick up a new language, while others struggle. 

The method of learning and teaching English continues to evolve, both in terms of 

material/ content, media, and techniques, and this process of learning continues to be a 
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source of worry for English language instructors. The growth of English language learning and 

teaching involves the enhancement of written English language skills and oral spoken English 

abilities, which include four language abilities or talents: reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking. 

The capacity to read now is a crucial component of language acquisition, particularly 

critical reading. Because critical reading fosters a spirit of critical thinking, particularly in 

everyday life, critical reading is necessary in the framework of literacy awareness on the part of 

each reader in order to develop critical thinking abilities. The reader is required to be able to 

understand the text completely and profoundly, as well as the contents of spoken and written 

text messages. 

Critical reading is a more engaged reading style. It is a more in-depth and nuanced 

interaction with a text. The process of critical reading includes analyzing, interpreting, and, at 

times, assessing. When we read critically, we use our critical thinking abilities to the text and 

to our own interpretation of it. To read critically, one must be critical of one's own thinking. 

This process includes the analysis, interpretation, and assessment of data. Each of these 

processes enables you to interact with the text in a variety of ways: by emphasizing key points 

and trestles, taking notes, testing answers to your questions, brainstorming, outlining, 

describing various aspects of the text or argument, reflecting on your own reading and 

thinking, raising objections to the ideas or evidence presented, and so on. 

Critical reading is inextricably linked to mental skills. Mental skills such as lexical 

proficiency, syntactic proficiency, and semantic proficiency. While physical abilities are a 

result of malfunctioning brain organs such as aphasia or dyslexia. All of this will have an effect 

on one's ability to read. Additionally, critical reading ability is inextricably linked to the 

integration of many processes, notably perception, cognition, and language. 

 
RESEARCH METHOD 

This research used a descriptive design with a quantitative approach to support this 

concept. A descriptive study elucidates and records the current condition of circumstances. A 

descriptive study is a kind of scientific investigation in which an event, occurrence, or fact 

about a specific area or population is methodically described. This topic's descriptive research 

is conducted in class. The aim of this research is to assess students' ability to learn English via 

critical reading in the tenth grade at SMAIT Ar-Rahmah Makassar. The population for this 
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study is tenth-grade students at SMAIT Ar-Rahmah Makassar. There are two classes and each 

class had 20 students. the total of the students in three classes are 40. The sample of this 

research was tenth grade, which contains 40 students. The researcher used reading test 

instrument; The research used Report text as the instrument of the research because the report 

test indicator is appropriate with the critical reading. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

1. Students’ Ability Learn English in Terms of Critical Reading 

Table 4.1 The Classification of Students Critical Reading Ability Based on the 

Indicator  

Indicator 
Number of 
Question 

Score Score Max Percentages 

Comprehension 3 357 480 74% 
Analysis 3 327 480 68% 
Synthesis 2 227 320 71% 

Evaluation 2 213 320 67% 
Based on result of the data analysis including 4 indicators namely comprehension, 

Analysis, Synthesis and Evaluation. The percentage of the student’s ability in terms of critical 

reading of the students to learn English at the tenth grade of SMAIT AR-RAHMAH 

MAKASSAR indicated that, there are 74% (Fairly Good) the ability in terms of 

comprehension indicator. The ability of the students to Analyze the text in critical reading 

68% (Fairly Good). Next, the ability of the students in terms of Synthesis 71% (Fairly Good). 

Last, the ability of the students to evaluate the report text 67% categorized as Fairly good also. 

The result shows that the student’s ability in critical reading to learn English as whole 

categorize as fairly good based on the reading test. The highest ability of the students in terms 

critical reading to learn English is indicator of comprehension. It means that the ability of in 

reading comprehension the students is quite good because the result categorizes as fairly good.  

The results of the research shows that the competence of the students in critical 

reading is fairly good. Most of the students still lack in the analysis process of the reading test. 

The indicator of the reading tests such competence, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. From 

some indicator, the students have different ability in terms of ability in critical reading of the 

students SMAIT AR-RAHMAH MAKASSAR. 
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Table 4.2 The Classification of Students Critical Reading Ability Based on the Indicator 

Classification Category N % 
96 to 100 Excellent 0 0% 
86 to 95 Very Good 2 5% 
76 to 85 Good 8 20% 
66 to 75 Fairly Good 17 43% 
56 to 65 Fair 8 20% 
36 to 55 Poor 5 13% 

Less than 35 Very Poor 0 0% 
Total   100% 

According to the table above the result of critical reading ability of the students to 

learn English at the tenth grade of SMAIT AR-RAHMAH MAKASSAR shows that the highest 

Classification score of critical reading ability 17 (43%) categorize as Fairly Good.  Then, there 

are 8 (20%) students categorize as good score based on the critical reading test. Also, 8 (20%) 

Students categorize as Fair score on critical reading ability. Next, there 5 (13%) students 

categorize as poor ability in critical reading ability. Last, only 2 (5%) students categorize as very 

good in critical reading ability. The result of the critical reading test shows that ability of 

students in critical reading to learn English still on the level of fairly good. Because half of the 

students got the fairly and good score.  

DISCUSSION 

In this    section   presents   the   discussion   based   on   the   findings, the presentation 

of the results, of the research which is concerned with how the student’s ability in ability to 

learn English in terms of critical reading.  The following description serves as a benchmark to 

draw conclusions from this study about the ability to learn English in Critical Reading at the 

Tenth Grade of SMAIT Ar-Rahmah Makassar. 

Basically, the students’ ability to learn English in terms of critical reading is average. 

This can be seen from the number of students who get grades ranging from Classification 

highest score of critical reading ability 17 (43%) categorize as Fairly Good.  Then, there are 8 

(20%) students categorize as good score based on the critical reading test. Also, 8 (20%) 

Students categorize as Fair score on critical reading ability. Next, there 5 (13%) students 

categorize as poor ability in critical reading ability. Last, only 2 (5%) students categorize as very 

good in critical reading ability. This is in line with Sudijoni in Aiman (2019), categorized that 

there were three levels of students’ ability, high, average, low. 
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Duran and Yalçintaş (2015) Students' critical reading skills include the ability to 

analyze, synthesize, and evaluate what they read. The idea of the previous study appropriate of 

the result of the study indicated that the student’s average quality in to analyze the report. 

Critical reading begins with an individual's interpretation of a subject based on their own 

experiences, gathering of knowledge, observations, and viewpoints (Orhan, 2007). 

Additionally, Critical reading is an important skill that involves multiple cognitive activities 

such as reading and understanding a text, identifying relevant content, and generating a short 

(Idris et al., 2011). Furthermore, the students need Critical reading to improve their ability to 

analyze, identify, and interpretate the text due to the understand of the text. 

Based on the study from Restuningsih et al. (2017) Reading activities can stimulate 

critical thinking skills. This is because reading activities are learning activities to build 

understanding from reading which is one of the foundations for higher-order thinking, for 

example critical thinking. With reading activities, several advantages will be obtained, some of 

which are: (1) students will be better trained in higher order thinking; and (2) students' reading 

interest will increase. Critical reading ability is an important factor that can affect students' 

critical thinking skills. 

Critical reading is a reading activity that is carried out in order to respond to the ideas 

expressed by the author in the text he wrote. In critical reading, the method used is how the 

reader is able to understand the explicit meaning and implied meaning contained in a reading. 

While critical thinking is a technique of evaluating information and ideas to determine 

whether the idea or information can be accepted or believed. Critical thinking includes 

reflective and productive thinking, so that with critical thinking, thinking will be more open 

in receiving various information and then processing and interpreting it into various things 

based on many points of view. In addition, by having good thinking skills, someone will quickly 

make decisions in times of crisis. 

When educators teach students critical reading skills, they also teach them to recognize 

cause and effect relationships in texts and to approach them critically. In other words, by 

teaching children critical reading skills, we may also help them develop into critical thinkers, 

since critical reading leads to critical thinking (critical reading will come first before critical 

thinking) This implies that students must first understand a book completely before analyzing, 

synthesizing, and evaluating it. Only then can they think critically about it - selecting or 
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rejecting ideas put forth, agreeing or disagreeing on problems, and, most importantly, 

comprehending the reason(s) for their actions (Idris et al., 2011).   

The finding is also supported by Zabihi and Pordel (2011) who found that autonomy 

and engagement are prerequisites for improvement of critical reading and that they can be 

achieved through strategy instruction and task-based instruction, respectively. It is known that 

the critical reading strategies used by the teacher to teach the students are better in making the 

students become a critical reader. It can be said that the teacher can use critical reading 

strategies to help them evaluate students’ reading comprehension, because by using the 

strategies in it, the students can comprehend the text when they read. 

The result of the reading test shows that the students have good understanding at the 

beginning of the whole text. it’s shows that the students have good answer on the classification 

of the meaning of the text. Furthermore, the students still lack of the understanding specific 

question of the text. it means that the students have low ability in identify the specific in the 

report text. Hence, the critical reading of the students of SMAIT ARRAHMAH in terms of 

analyzing is low. But overall students have average ability in critical reading of students of 

SMAIT ARRAHMAH. 

 
CONCLUSION 

The results of analysis on the students’ ability in summarizing reading passage in 

Critical Reading class have led into some conclusions. It can be concluded that the level of 

students’ ability to learn English in Critical Reading is average. There are 74% (Fairly Good) 

the ability in terms of comprehension indicator. The ability of the students to Analyze the text 

in critical reading 68% (Fairly Good). The ability of the students in terms of Synthesis 71% 

(Fairly Good). The ability of the students to evaluate the report text 67% categorized as Fairly 

good also. The result shows that the student’s ability in critical reading to learn English as 

whole categorize as fairly good based on the reading test. The highest ability of the students 

in terms critical reading to learn English is indicator of comprehension. It means that the 

ability of in reading comprehension the students is quite good because the result categorizes 

as fairly good. 

 
 



Vol. 2, No. 1, June 2022 ISSN: 2828-1586 E-ISSN: 2810-0352 

13 | J L T A  
Nur Khamisah et al (Critical Reading, Ability  

Journal of Language Testing and Assessment 

REFERENCES 

Abd Kadir, N., Subki, R., Jamal, F. H. A., & Ismail, J. (2014). The importance of teaching 
critical reading skills in a Malaysian reading classroom. In InternationalAcademic  

Conference (pp. 208-218). 

Ary, D., Jacobs, L. C., Irvine, C. K. S., & Walker, D. (2018). Introduction to research in education. 
Cengage Learning. 

Bagci, H. & Sahbaz, N. K. (2012). An Analysis of the Turkish Teacher Candidates' Critical 
Thinking Skills. Mersin University Journal of Education Faculty, 8(1), pp. 1-12.  

Beaver, Joetta M (2003). Developmental Reading Assessment. Pearson Learning Group 

Candan, A. S. (2003). Development of Comprehensive Reading Skills in The History 
Teaching. Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation. Gazi University, Education Sciences 
Institute, Ankara.  

Cifci, M. (2006). Problems of Turkish Teaching. G. Gülsevin and E. Boz (Ed.), The 
Contemporary Problems of Turkish, (pp. 71-117). İstanbul: Divan Publishing. 
Collins, N. D. (1993). Teaching Critical Reading Through Literature. ERIC Digest. 
Retrieved March 3, 2014 from http://eric.ed.gov/  

Collins, N. D. (1993). Teaching Critical Reading through Literature. ERIC Digest. 

Correia, R. (2006). Encouraging Critical Reading in the EFL Classroom. In English Teaching 
Forum (Vol. 44, No. 1, p. 16). US Department of State. Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs, Office of English Language Programs, SA-5, 2200 C Street NW 4th 
Floor, Washington, DC 20037. 

Craik, F. I., & Lockhart, R. S. (1972). Levels of processing: A framework for memory 
research. Journal of verbal learning and verbal behavior, 11(6), 671-684. 

Darch, C., & Kameenui, E. J. (1987). Teaching LD students critical reading skills: A systematic 
replication. Learning Disability Quarterly, 10(2), 82-91. 

Devoogd, G. (2007). Critical Comprehension of Social Studies Texts. RHI: Promoting Active 
Citizenship. New York: Random House Inc, 2(2), pp. 21-25. Ekiz, D. (2009). Bilimsel 
Araştırma Yöntemleri. Ankara: Ani Publishing. Göktürk, A. (1997). Reading 
Activity. İstanbul: Yapi Kredi Publishing.  

Duran, E. (2013). Review Of the Levels of Critical Reading Skill of The Primary School 
Students. International Journal of Academic Research, 5(4). 

Duran, E., & Yalçintaş, E. (2015). Review of the critical reading education in the primary 
schools. Procedia-Social and Behavioral Sciences, 174, 1560-1566. 

Duran, E., & Yalçintaş, E. (2015). Review of the critical reading education in the primary 
schools. Procedia-Social and Behavioral Sciences, 174, 1560-1566. 

İçmez, S. (2009). Motivation and Critical Reading in Efl Classrooms: A Case of Elt 
Preparatory Students. Journal of Theory & Practice in Education (JTPE), 5(2). 

Jessica Chubb & Julia Manoukia (2013). Critical reading process available from: 
https://www.dal.ca/news/2013/04/02/top-5-critical-reading-techniques.html 

http://eric.ed.gov/
https://www.dal.ca/news/2013/04/02/top-5-critical-reading-techniques.html


Vol. 2, No. 1, June 2022 ISSN: 2828-1586 E-ISSN: 2810-0352 

14 | J L T A  
Nur Khamisah et al (Critical Reading, Ability) 

Journal of Language Testing and Assessment 

Knott, D. (2013). Critical Reading Toward Critical Writing. New College Writing Centre. 
Retrieved March 3, 2014 from www.writing.utoronto.ca  

Mokhtari, K., & Thompson, H. B. (2006). How problems of reading fluency and 
comprehension are related to difficulties in syntactic awareness skills among fifth 
graders. Literacy Research and Instruction, 46(1), 73-94. 

Munawaroh, R. O. (2013). Implementing Critical Reading Tasks to Improve Reading Comprehension 
of the 11 Th Grade Students of Sma N 3 Bantul (Doctoral dissertation, YOGYAKARTA 
STATE UNIVERSITY). 

Orhan, Ö. (2007). The Evaluation of Using the Critical Reading Technique at "Citizenship 
and Human Rights Education" Lesson in The Elementary Schools. Postgraduate 
Thesis. Gazi University, Education Sciences Institute, Ankara. 

Özdemir, E. (1997). The Critical Reading. Ankara: Ümit Publishing.  

Özdemir, E. (2002). The Critical Reading. Ankara: Bilgi Publishing.  

Pirozzi, R. (2003). Critical Reading, Critical Thinking. New York: Addison-Wesley.  

Restuningsih, M. A., Nyoman, D., & Sudiana, N. (2017). Kemampuan membaca kritis 
ditinjau dari kemampuan berpikir kritis dan minat membaca pada siswa kelas v sd 
kristen harapan denpasar. PENDASI: Jurnal Pendidikan Dasar Indonesia, 1(1), 45-54 

RMIT Australia Library Critical reading process RMIT university. (Accessed on 30 april 
2021) Available from: https://emedia.rmit.edu.au/learninglab/content/critical-
reading-process 

Sevilla, C. G. (1992). Research methods. Rex Bookstore, Inc. 

Suryanti, Y. (2016). Kurikulum dan Pembelajaran Bahasa Inggris dalam Meningkatkan Literasi 
Peserta didik Tunarungu (Doctoral dissertation, Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia). 

Wheeler, L. K. (2007). Critical reading of an essay's argument. Retrieved April, 20, 2013. 

Yildiz, M., Yildirim, K., Ates, S., & Çetinkaya, Ç. (2009). An Evaluation of the Oral Reading 
Fluency of 4th Graders with Respect to Prosodic Characteristic. Online 
Submission, 6(1), 353-360. 

Zabihi, R., & Pordel, M. (2011). An Investigation of Critical Reading in Reading Textbooks: 
A Qualitative Analysis. International Education Studies, 4(3), 80-87. 

Zintz, M. V., & Maggart, Z. (1984). The reading process: the teacher and the learner. 
Dubuque, Iowa: Wm. C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/
https://emedia.rmit.edu.au/learninglab/content/critical-reading-process
https://emedia.rmit.edu.au/learninglab/content/critical-reading-process

