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English is essential to learn in today’s world, with numerous methods 
available for effective acquisition. First English skill that learners’ have to 
master is listening. Although listening is the first skill to master, however 
it is challenging to teach English listening in class. Due to the difficulty 
of teaching English listening, teacher starting to implementing teaching 
media to teach English. This research aims is to investigate whether using 
SoundCloud application can enhances students’ listening 
comprehension. By involving tenth-grader students,72 participant that 
divided into experiment and control group. Pre-test and Post-test are uses 
to collect the data. After the data was gathered, the data analyzed via SPSS 
26. The result of this study revealed that SoundCloud can improve the 
students’ listening comprehension. This result was derived from the data 
that experimental group has higher achievement in listening 
comprehension rather than control group. To conclude, SoundCloud 
application is an alternative tool to be implemented in the listening 
comprehension session.  Additionally, SoundCloud does not only 
provide an enjoyable way to teach English listening but also significantly 
boost the students' listening comprehension 
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INTRODUCTION  
English has been the most necessary language to learn (Arini & Wahyudin, 2022). 

This is due to English has become the global lingua franca, essential for international 
communication in academia. In teaching English there are four skill that need to be mastered, 
namely listening, reading, speaking and writing. Nevertheless, listening is the most crucial 
among four skills. Listening often receives less attention and is frequently overlooked in 
classrooms (Krivosheyeva & Shodiyeva, 2020) 

The crucial need of listening in learning English is considered important, because 
listening is also as the aptitude to perceive and comprehend spoken communication, 
encompasses a fundamental aspect of language acquisition and effective communication 
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(Shakhnoza et al., 2024). Listening in other word skill that entails not only hearing the words 
uttered but also processing their meaning, context, and nuances, thereby facilitating 
understanding and interaction in various social and professional settings. Consequently, this 
is why listening considered important. Furthermore, listening always be the first skill to learn 
because listening is a passive skill (Djabborova, 2020). Listening considered receptive skills, in 
which learners simply receive and comprehend information without the necessity of 
generating language output (Afriyuninda & Oktaviani, 2021). 

Learning English is important, but listening English is difficult to students 
(Kusumajati et al., 2022). There are several reasons why students’ lacks interest of listening 
English music, for instance the variety of the music application, their surrounding that rarely 
listen to an English music and the preference of favourite genre of music. Students often 
become bored when repeatedly listening to a narrative or dialogue as they endeavour to grasp 
the meanings of new words or phrases within a context (Afriyuninda et al., 2021). Learners 
easily become bored if teachers solely employ basic teaching methods, such as lecturing in 
front of the class. Teacher often absence of innovation; hence, teacher must introduce new 
teaching methodologies. One such method is the integration of technology to facilitate 
teaching and learning activities in the listening sections. 

According to Gilakjani & Sabouri (2016) Listening is the process of understanding 
what the speaker conveys, interpreting and expressing meaning, collaborating with the speaker 
to clarify meaning, responding appropriately, and engaging with creativity, empathy, and 
active participation. One challenge in listening comprehension instruction is how to teach 
these multiple language and cognitive skills in a limited school day (Kim, 2016.) Teaching 
listening often link to the implementation of music.  Understanding the challenges associated 
with listening, it is crucial to implement technology in schools. Thus, by integrating music 
applications in the classroom before or after teaching and learning activities, so that teachers 
can enhance students' listening comprehension effectively. The usage of technology to 
improve listening abilities is essential in the process of learning a language (Sudewi et al., 
2023). English nowadays has variety ways to learn, especially, when the teachers apply 
technology when teaching, thus teaching and learning could be more practical. since today 
learners are enthusiastic when learning English using technology. To mitigate this issue among 
language learners, teachers are advised to utilize instructional media to support the teaching 
and learning of listening skills (Demir & Tavil, 2021). 

Technology can significantly improve students' listening comprehension by making 
the learning process more interactive and engaging, thereby capturing and maintaining 
students' full attention during learning activities (Krivosheyeva et al., 2020). Variety of 
teaching methods when teaching listening should force teacher to create teaching media that 
correlative to the students. Teacher also has to considered a trend that students recently like 
the most such as social media and music, in result that teacher has multiple teaching methods 
that enhance students listening comprehension. Furthermore, while music benefits children 
personally, its advantages also extend to broader dimensions of school life (Savage, 2018).  
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The need for effective listening instruction in English as a foreign language is 
increasingly urgent due to the pivotal role of listening in language acquisition and global 
communication. Despite its importance, listening skills are often neglected in classrooms, 
overshadowed by other language skills such as speaking or writing. This gap highlights the 
need for innovative methods to enhance listening comprehension. Traditional teaching 
methods have proven insufficient, often leading to student disengagement and lack of interest. 

Given the widespread integration of technology in education and the growing 
popularity of music among learners, it becomes essential to explore tools like SoundCloud for 
teaching listening skills. SoundCloud's versatility and accessibility make it a promising 
platform for addressing challenges in listening comprehension by engaging students in a 
dynamic and enjoyable learning process. While previous studies have examined SoundCloud's 
impact on speaking and pronunciation, its potential for improving listening comprehension 
remains underexplored. Considering the challenges students face in mastering listening skills 
and the limited instructional time available, leveraging SoundCloud provides a novel, 
practical, and engaging solution. By focusing on this under-researched area, this study 
contributes to the broader understanding of how technology and music can enhance listening 
skills, making it a timely and valuable addition to language learning research. 

The study identified five distinct digital media platforms aimed at improving listening 
skills with the aid of technology. These platforms include mobile-based media, multimedia 
technology, radio broadcasts, podcast apps, and mobile audiobooks (Sudewi & Isma, 2023). 
Among the various practice teacher could do to enhances students’ listening comprehension 
is to integrating Soundcloud, whether before or after the teaching process. Music facilitates 
learning and enhances its effectiveness (Santika & Lestari, 2022). The insertion of music in 
teaching listening may help on the student’s listening comprehension, and the applications 
teacher should use in the practice of teaching listening is Soundcloud (Vadivel et al., 
2021).Soundcloud presents an alternative method for teaching English, particularly aimed at 
enhancing students' listening skills (Pramesthi, 2023).Music makes learning engaging and fun 
(Vadivel et al., 2021).The appliance of Soundcloud also differentiates according to its 
intended purpose, whether it's providing background study music or offering relaxation tunes 
to unwind after several hours of intense studying. Soundcloud music application is one of the 
listening teaching media that is considered interesting for students. English songs can engage 
students actively in the classroom, sparking their interest and enabling them to perform well 
on listening tasks(Ariani & Iswandi, 2020). Soundcloud's versatility extends beyond its varied 
offerings, catering to different needs such as providing study music or relaxation tunes after 
intensive study sessions. This recognition of music's significant impact on the studying process 
underscores its role in influencing concentration levels, mood, and overall productivity. 
SoundCloud offers a multifaceted platform for educational purposes (Amir & Anggitasari, 
2022). 

According to Birch (2017) Soundcloud provides easy access for students through the 
Play Store, ensuring convenience in acquiring the application. Additionally, Soundcloud 
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enhances language learning with its lyric feature, allowing students to improve their spelling 
skills while enjoying music. Moreover, teachers benefit from Soundcloud's extensive music 
collection, which they can seamlessly integrate into their lessons. As an up-to-date application, 
Soundcloud remains relevant and adaptable to evolving educational needs, making it a 
valuable tool in the modern classroom. 

Some previous studies also have highlighted that Soundcloud assists in improving 
English teaching. Sanchez (2018) investigates whether Soundcloud affects students' speaking 
comprehension. By using pre and post-test Versant English placement tests from Pearson, he 
conducted an experimental design The results of this study showed that neither group 
exhibited significant score differences between the post-test and pre-test. As a result, the 
findings of this study can be considered as an alternative to customary in-class discussion. 

In the same vein, Hesmatantya (2018) also examine Soundcloud as utilization tool for 
students presenting oral book. The study was conducted in an Extensive English class where 
students presented their oral book reviews. The findings showed that it was easy for students 
to operate Soundcloud, creating a fun learning environment and encouraging students to 
communicate book reviews orally and listen attentively to other students' reviews.  

In the other hand, Lizano (2021) also had explored whether Soundcloud had affected 
students’ pronunciation skills.  This study included 23 students divided into a control group 
and an experimental group. The final results showed that the Soundcloud application had a 
positive impact on students' pronunciation, motivating them to improve their skills. 

While previous studies have primarily focused on SoundCloud's impact on students' 
speaking skills and pronunciation, this study breaks new ground by exploring its effect on 
listening comprehension—a less examined but equally critical aspect of language learning. 
Specifically, this research investigates how SoundCloud influences students' listening 
comprehension, guided by the central question: How does SoundCloud enhance students’ 
listening comprehension? 

 
RESEARCH METHOD 

Since this study intended to investigate the impact of Soundcloud to enhances the 
students’ listening comprehension, the researchers utilized quasi-experimental research 
design. In this research, researchers included two groups; experimental group and control 
group. While the experimental group had the treatment of using Soundcloud in listening 
section, in the other hand the control group was taught used the conventional methods by 
listening to the music in the listening section and following the sequence that has been 
instructed. 
This experimental study aims to investigate can SoundCloud enhances students' listening 
comprehension skills. The participants were drawn from the population of tenth-grade 
students, involving 72 students. specifically selecting two classes for the study. 
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Table 1. Demographic information of participant 

Gender Experimental group Control group 

Male 
Female 

18 
18 

18 
18 

 

  According to the table 1, There were total of 72 students as the participants on this 
study, they were consisting of 18 male and 18 female in the experimental group, In the other 
hand, 18 students’ male and 18 females in the control group. To collect the data, this study 
adopted a listening test from the British Council, specifically from their website 
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/, as the primary instrument for assessment. This 
listening test is carefully designed to gauge the English listening proficiency of learners at the 
B2 level on the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). The test 
comprises two main parts: a preparation section, followed by Part 1 and Part 2 of the actual 
listening test. The theme chosen for this particular listening test is "meeting an old friend," 
which is highly relevant and engaging since the target age of groups of the students’ were a 
teenager. 
  The data gathered method start with Pre-test, the time to finish the Pre-test was 30 
minutes. After that introducing the SoundCloud to the students. Students downloaded the 
SoundCloud after familiar with the application. After signing, students are given time ten 
minutes to listen their favourite English song using SoundCloud. In this scenario after 
listening to their favourite music on SoundCloud, students is given Post-test to measure if 
there is difference in the students listening comprehension. After the data was collected, the 
result analyzed using SPSS 26 in form of descriptive text. independent sample t-test was also 
carried out to check if there was significant difference. 
 

 
 

Figure 1. The home section of SoundCloud 

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/
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  Figure 1 presents a home section of SoundCloud, in this section students can enjoy 
variety of music that suggested by the artificial intelligence (AI) on the SoundCloud. The first 
thing that students will see is music’s that currently trending by all genres. There are R&B, 
House, Jazz and etc. There are more to explore such as playlist. There are lot of playlists 
provided by SoundCloud. Party Rap, Disco House Party are example of playlist students can 
access freely in SoundCloud. In the top of the web there is search bar, where students can 
search for their favourite music. 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Result 

This experimental research examined the use of SoundCloud to improve students' 

listening comprehension. Data were collected at two points: a pre-test administered before 

implementing SoundCloud as a tool to enhance listening comprehension, and a post-test 

conducted afterward to assess the impact of its use.  

Two variables were analyzed to determine the significant effects of using SoundCloud 

to improve listening comprehension in the tenth-grade class at SMA N 1 Gemuh. The 

independent variable was represented by Y, while the dependent variable was represented by 

X. 
Table 2. Mean for Pre-test and Post-test 

Group N Pre-test Post-Test 

Experiment 36 81,47 85,22 
Control 36 77,39 80,25 

 

According to table 2, The total participants of each group is 36. The Pre-test mean of 

experiment group is 81,47, while ethe control group is 77,39. The mean of Post-test from 

experiment group is 85,22 and the control group is 80,25. 

 
Table 3. Descriptive Analysis 

N  Control Class Experiment Class 

Mean  80,25 85,22 

Std. Error  1,401 1,006 

95% Confidence Interval 

for Mean 

Lower Bound 77,40 83,18 

Upper Bound 83,10 87,27 

5% Trimmed Mean  80,42 85,80 
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Median  82,00 86,00 

Variance  70,707 36,463 

Std. Deviation  8,409 6,039 

Minimum  65 65 

Maximum  92 95 

Range  27 30 

Interquartile Range  20 8 

Skewness  -0,251 -1,462 

Kurtosis  -1,424 2,950 

 

The findings from this study suggest that using SoundCloud as a tool in listening 

comprehension classes positively impacted students' performance, as reflected in the higher 

mean scores in the experimental class (85.22) compared to the control class (80.25). This 

difference in means, along with a smaller standard error (1.006 in the experimental group vs. 

1.401 in the control group), indicates that SoundCloud may have contributed to more 

consistent and improved listening comprehension among students in the experimental group. 

Looking at the 95% confidence intervals, the experimental group's interval (83.18 to 

87.27) is higher and more narrowly focused around the mean than that of the control group 

(77.40 to 83.10). This narrower range may suggest greater reliability in the listening scores 

achieved in the experimental class, reinforcing the idea that the SoundCloud-enhanced 

approach supported learning stability and effectiveness. 

The variance and standard deviation also show that scores in the experimental class 

were less dispersed (variance of 36.463 and standard deviation of 6.039) than in the control 

class (variance of 70.707 and standard deviation of 8.409), implying that SoundCloud might 

have helped maintain a consistent level of comprehension across students. The interquartile 

range of 8 in the experimental class versus 20 in the control class further supports this 

consistency. 

The skewness and kurtosis values highlight additional differences in score 

distributions between the two groups. With a skewness of -1.462 and kurtosis of 2.950, the 

experimental class shows a negatively skewed and peaked distribution, suggesting that more 

students achieved higher scores. In contrast, the control group’s skewness of -0.251 and 

kurtosis of -1.424 depict a flatter, more symmetrical distribution, indicating a broader range 

of comprehension levels without a distinct clustering at higher scores. 
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Table 5. Independent t-test 

N Control Class Experiment Class 

N 36 36 

Mean 80,25 85,22 

Std. Deviation 8,409 6,039 

Std. Error Mean 1,401 1,006 

 

According to table 5, The Group Statistics results show that the mean listening 

comprehension score for the experimental group using SoundCloud is 85.22, with a standard 

deviation of 6.039, while the control group, which did not use the application, has a mean 

score of 80.25 with a standard deviation of 8.409. This indicates a significant difference in 

average scores between the two groups, with the experimental group showing a higher mean 

compared to the control group. 

Discussion 

This research focuses to investigate how SoundCloud as a tool enhances students 

listening comprehension. The finding can be summarized that student’s post-test score are 

showing positive number on the effect when using SoundCloud in the teaching process. The 

comparison between control and experimental class reveals a significant different outcome, 

with the experiment class show a higher comprehension score. SoundCloud gives students a 

whole new learning experience.  In today's world, most people, including students, happily 

when they use technology in their daily lives (Agustin & Ayu, 2021).Since this SoundCloud 

only available on Smartphone and PC, students are more excited when they use their phone 

while learning. Using today’s technology is one of methods which greatly improves their 

listening skills (Rahmania & Mandasari, 2021).  Implementing music application helps 

students improve their pronunciation and expand their vocabulary(Rahmania et al., 2021). 

The uses of technology in this case SoundCloud, helps students to become unstressed 

when learning English. The use of SoundCloud enhances students listening comprehension 

by providing ton of songs around the globe. Songs introduce familiar language in a fresh and 

enjoyable manner, facilitating natural and engaging repetition (Fachraini et al., 2017). 

Incorporating music and songs into language learning offers numerous benefits for students, 

significantly enhancing their educational experience. These interactive activities not only 

boost students’ engagement but also improve listening comprehension and foster a positive 

attitude toward language learning (Shakhnoza et al., 2024) 
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Furthermore, A positive and enjoyable learning environment is crucial, when students 

feel disengaged or dislike a subject, their motivation can swiftly diminish. That’s the 

advantages of SoundCloud. In order to give the enjoyable learning environment, SoundCloud 

gives students easy access to music around the world (Amir & Anggitasari, 2022). Other 

advantages of Soundcloud are that lyrics are mostly accessible. By means, that not only 

students can learn listening through SoundCloud songs’, they also able to learn to read the 

songs’ lyrics from the application. Engaging in activities like reading lyrics, learning new 

vocabulary, and listening to a variety of songs can help students become more familiar with 

popular music and boost their confidence in understanding the world around them (Ulfah, 

2019). 

As noted before, importance of applying the technology to teach English language, are 

severe. Incorporating technology can enhance students' understanding and retention of 

concepts (Raja & Nagasubramani, 2018). The advantages of implementing SoundCloud gives 

students’ positive experience when learning. Especially when listening English language. 

SoundCloud provides ton of songs. Songs are a suitable medium for teaching English 

(Fachraini et al., 2017). The implementation of SoundCloud as a tool to enhance students 

listening comprehension had proven a beneficial way for students listening comprehension. 

It was same as the previous studies had claimed that using SoundCloud gives positive impact 

on student’s engagement to study English (Birch, 2017). 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the finding of this research, SoundCloud has been proven to give positive 
outcome on enhancing students listening comprehension. SoundCloud considered to be a 
new learning experience for students to learn English, especially for listening English language. 
SoundCloud was considered to be one of the ways to teach English. By implementing 
technology during teaching and learning activity, students’ excitement is enhanced by using 
SoundCloud. Additionally, not only SoundCloud enhances students listening 
comprehension, but it also improving students’ vocabulary by providing lyrics of students’ 
favorites music in the application. From this study finding, it is proven that SoundCloud can 
enhances student listening comprehension. Further research is recommended to enhances the 
other benefits of SoundCloud. By involving larger research participants is also recommended 
to confirm other benefits of using SoundCloud in teaching and learning activity. 
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