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INTRODUCTION

Reading is one of the receptive skills that must be mastered by the students besides
the other language skills such as listening, speaking and writing. Reading is a complex process,
complex to learn and complex to teach (Carmine, Silbert, and Kameenui: 1990:3), so there
must be a technique which can help them to read effectively and interestingly. However, in
reality, reading is difficult skill in language especially the students who are still difficult to
understand the content of the reading text. Generally, the researchers only provide text for
students and researchers ask students to read and look for the answers of the existing text with
aids namely English dictionary and the students do it in dividedly or work with their partner.
The students are still difficult to comprehend the reading text and they are confused to
identify general information, find specific information, recognize textual meaning and
recognize textual references in reading text.
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Based on the information from the English teacher of the second years students SMP
Negeri 1 Barru, the student reading comprehension is still low, it was proved by the mean
score of the students’ achievement in reading English. It is only about 60 while standard score
of curriculums was 70 and the target score is minimally like the standard of curriculum must
be achieved. Most of the students in SMP Negeri 1 Barru also assumed that English is difficult
to learn especially learning reading skill. The students seem uninterested in reading an English
text. The students are bore when the teacher gives them a text to read. They only read the text
quickly but they do not know to analyze or comprehend the text. It was happened because
they are lack of vocabulary and they had no idea about the content of the material, what the
text is about and they are hard to find out the main idea and details from the text.

There are some ways that can be used to improve the students’ reading
comprehension. In this case, the researcher tries to find effective way to be used in improving
reading comprehension of the students. The method used is the use of English comic as media
to improve reading comprehension of narrative text. According to Will Eisner in 1986
(Comics Creative World without Boundaries, Maharshi 2010: 3) defines comics as sequential
art, the arrangement of images and words to tell something or dramatize an idea.

Comic as a visual media is a media for effective learning to develop creativity readers,
because there is an image illustration of a story that was delivered. The language used in a
comic is not too heavy, so it does not give the impression of a saturated audience. By using
comics as a media to improve students' reading comprehension, Comic also has pictures and
related contents so that they can also be read through the image. This will greatly help students
to love the world of reading. Another benefit of the use of comics is able to accelerate the
process of receiving a message that will be delivered and allows messages to be obtained by the
student will be stored for longer in their memories.

The second journal was conducted by sari and kusumarasdyati (2014) in their journal
entitled “The implementation of tea party strategy in teaching reading of analytical exposition to the
eleventh graders”. In their journal, it was descriptive qualitative at the eleventh-grade students
of SMAN 1 karangbinangun. The subjects of their journal where the students of XI IA 3. In
their journal, they found that tea party strategy can be implemented in teaching analytical
exposition.

The third journal was conducted by Ariani (2012) in their journal entitled “Improving students’
Reading comprehension using mood, understand, recall, detect, elaborate and Review (MURDER)
Tecnique” concludes that using MURDER technique in the experimental group can improve
the students’ reading comprehension and the statistical analysis reveal that there is significant
difference between experimental group and control group in post-test.

The similarities between those previous researches finding above and this research is the using
cooperative learning to improve reading comprehension and using experimental research.
Moreover, there are some differences between this research and previous research like sample
of research, instrument of the research and reading material.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research, the researcher uses pre-experimental research design. There is one class
as the sample. Pre-test and post-test are given to the sample. In this research, the population
of this research is the second grade Students of SMP Negeri 1 Barru academic years
2019/2020. Which was consisted of 9 classes. The numbers of population were 168 students.
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Based on the population above, the researcher uses purposive sampling to select the
sample because the population too big and suggested from teacher. In this case, the researcher
takes only one class that consists of 22 students at eight years especially VIII 3 and the
researcher be easy to manage the class. The instrument of this research is reading test.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The result of data analysis found that teaching reading comprehension through of
English Comic as Media could influence and improve the students’ reading comprehension
in term of literal and interpretive at the class of VIII SMP NEGERI 1 BARRU. The result has

proved that the strategy is successful to improve the students’ reading comprehension.

The Improvement of the Students’ Literal Reading Comprehension Using of English

Comic as Media in Term of Main Idea and Sequence of Details

Table 1. The Mean Score of Students’ Reading Comprehension in Term of Literal

No | Literal Reading The Student’s Score Improvement
Comprehension Pre-Test Post-Test (%)
Main Idea 58.6 86.56 47%

2. | Sequence of Details 56.4 92.6 64%
X 57.5 89.58 55%

Based on the table, it indicates that the improvement of the students’ reading comprehension
through of English Comic as Media in term of main and sequence of details was significantly
improved. The students’ mean score in pre-test was 57.5 and the students’ mean score in post-
test was 89.58. So, the improvement of the students’ literal reading comprehension between
pre-test to post-test was 55%.

The Improvement of the Students’ Interpretive Reading Comprehension of English Comic

as Media in Terms of Conclusion

Students’ interpretive reading comprehension using of English Comic as Media get also
improved. The students have still less understood about conclusion before using English
Comic as media. But the students understand more about conclusion when the English

Comic as Media method is applied. It is shown in the following table:

Table 2. Mean Score of Reading Comprehension of the Students in Term of Interpretive

No | Interpretive  Reading | The Student’s Score Improvement
Comprehension Pre-Test | Post-Test (%)
Conclusion 63.63 82 28%

X 63.63 82 28%
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The table indicated that the reading comprehension of the students in term of interpretive
after using English Comic as Media method got improvement. As the table shows that the
students’ mean score in pre-test was 63.63 and the students’ mean score in post - test was 82.
Therefore, the improvement of the students’ reading comprehension in term of interpretive

between pre-test to post-test was 28%.

The Students’ Mean Score of Vocabulary and Fluency in Pre-test and Post-test

To find out the answer of the research question in the previous chapter, the researcher
used a speaking test. A pretest used to be administrated before giving a treatment and post-
test was administrated after giving a treatment which planned to find out whether there was
a significant different of speaking ability of the students before and after giving a treatment
were given to the students.
After count the output score of students, the mean score of each the pretest and posttest
should be explained to the table below:

Table 3 The students’ mean score pre-test and post-test in vocabulary and fluency

Index Group Mean score Improvement
Pretest Posttest Percentage
Vocabulary Experiment 56.6 78.2 38.16%
Control 55.8 66.6 19.35%
Fluency Experiment 53.3 84.1 57.18%
Control 524 69.9 33.39%

The table above shows that the mean score of student’s vocabularies in experimental
class with control class have a difference before using a treatment. After giving the treatment,
the result of the post-test in experimental and control class indicate a higher difference score
of mean score. It means that there was upgrading after giving the treatment for the class
experimental. The students’ mean score in pre-test of class experimental was 56.6, while in
control class the mean score was 55.8. The mean score of each group was higher difference
after the treatment had been given. The students’ mean score in post-test of class experimental
after the treatment was 78.2, while the students’ mean score in post-test of control class was
66.6. It means that, the mean score of experimental class was higher than control class
(78.2>66.6).

The mean score of students’ fluencies in experiment and control class have diffrence
before conducting the treatment. After conducting the treatment, the mean score in post-test
of experimental and control class showed a higher difference score of mean score. It means
that there was improvement after giving a treatment for experimental class. The mean score
of students’ pre-test of experimental class was 53.3, while in control class the mean score was
52.4. the mean score of each group have difference after the method was giving. The students’

mean score in post-test of the experimental class after the treatment was 84.1, while the mean
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score of the students’ post-test in control class was 69.9. It means that, the mean score of

experimental class was higher than control class (84.1>69.9).

The Classification of Students Pre-test and Post-test
Table 4. The rate percentage score of the students experiment and control class of pretest

and posttest in term vocabulary

Classifications Score Pre-test Post-test

Experiment Control Experiment Control

F % F % F % F %
1 Excellent 6 - - - 5 25% 1 5%
2 Very good 5 2 10% 2 10% 5 25% 4 20%
3 Good 4 6 30% 7 35% 9 45% 11 | 55%
4 Average 3 10 50% 8 40% 1 5% 3 15%
5 Poor 2 2 10% 2 10% - -
6 Very poor 1 - - 1 5% - - 1 5%
Total 20 100% | 20 100% | 20 100% | 20 | 100%

On the table above shows that pre-test of students in control class almost the same
with students in experimental class. The percentage of the students of experimental class, there
was O students who classified to “Excellent” but those who classified as “very good” was 2
(10%) students, “good” was 6 (30%) students, “average” 10 (50%) students, and “poor” 2
(10%) students. While, in the control group, those who classified as “very good” was 2 (10%)
students, “good” was 7 (35%) students, “average” 8 (40%) students, and “poor” 2 (10%)
students.

While the score in post-test, student in control class was lower than students in

experimental class. In experimental class , there was classified as “Excellent” was 5 (25%)
students, “very good” was 5 (25%) students, “good” 9 (45%) students, “average” 1 (5%)
students. While, in the control group, those who classified as “excellent” was 1 (5%) students,
“very good” was 4 (20%) students, “average” 11 (55%) students, “average” 3 (15%) students.

Table 5. The rate percentage score of the students in experimental and control class of

pre-test and post-test in term fluency

No Classifications Score Pre-test Post-test

Experiment Control Experiment Control
F % F % F % F %

1 Excellent 6 6 30% 4 20%

2 Very good 5 - - 9 45% 3 15%

3 Good 4 7 35% 7 35% 5 25% 8 40%

4 Average 3 10 50% 10 50% 4 20%

5 Poor 2 15% 2 10% - -

6 Very poor 1 - - 1 5% - - 1 5%

Total 20 100% 20 100% 20 100% | 20 | 100%
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On the table above shows that pre-test of students in control class almost the same
with students in experimental class. The percentage of the students of experimental class,
those who classified as “good” was 7 (35%) students, “average” was 10 (50%) students, and
“poor” 3 (15%) students. While, in the control group, those who classified as “good” was 7
(35%) students, “average” was 10 (50%) students, “poor” 3 (15%) students, and “very poor”
1 (5%) students.

While the score in post-test, student in control class was lower than students in
experimental class. In experimental class, there was classified as “Excellent” was 6 (30%)
students, “very good” was 9 (45%) students, and “good” 5 (25%) students. While, in the
control group, those who classified as “excellent” was 4 (20%) students, “very good” was 3
(15%) students, “average” 8 (40%) students, “average” 4 (20%) students.

The Significant of Vocabulary and Fluency

The researcher had used t-test analysis on the level of significant (D) 0.05 with the
degree of fredom (df) = n-k = 38, and then the value of t-table was 38 (2.024). The t-test
statistical analysis for independent sample was applied the following table showed the result
of t-test calculation.

Table 6. T-test value of the students speaking ability in report text

Indicator T-test T-table Comparison Classification
Vocabulary 2.274 2.024 t-test>t-table Significant
Fluency 2.636 2.024 t-test>t-table Significant

Table above shows that t-test value of vocabulary was greater than t-table value
(2.274>2.024) and also t-test value of fluency was greater than t-table value (2.636>2.024). It
means that, there was significance difference between the students without giving the
treatment in teaching speaking English. It showed the alternative hypothesis (H1) was accepted
and the null hypothesis (Ho) was rejected.

From the analysis above, the researcher has concluded that there was significant difference
between the pre-test and post-test of the students’ speaking ability after giving treatment for
developing their ability in speaking report text through project-based learning method.

Based on the result of the data analysis, it was proven that students’ improvement in
vocabulary and fluency by using project based learning method got better. It could be seen by
the collation in pretest and posttest of the experimental class that could be seen on the
(appendix E), there was an improvement on the students’ score where the pre-test score in the
term of vocabulary was 56.6 and the post-test was 78.2 and then the pre-test in term fluency
was 53.3 and the post-test was 84.1.

Moreover, the findings from the calculation of the study and hypothesis testing above
showed that the speaking score in term vocabulary and fluency of the students in experimental
class had a significant difference after the use of project based learning method was done in
compared to the control class achievement who did not receive the project based learning
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method as on the experimental class, but receive the usual treatment as the teacher uses in
the class. The statement above was strengthened by the findings on the independent t-test
computation.

The result means that null hypothesis was rejected and there was significant difference
between post-test of the experiment and control class. In other words, the students’ in control

class after the treatment on the use of project based learning method which had been given.

CONCLUSION
In literal reading of finding main ideas indicates that the students’ comprehension gets the
improvement about 47%. Where the mean score of pretest is 58.6 and it is classified as fair

while in the post -test is 86.56 and it is classified as very good.

In literal reading of Sequence Detail indicates that the students’ comprehension gets more
improvement about 64%. The data shows that mean score of pre-tests is 56.4 and it is classified

as fair while in the post- test is 92.6 and it is classified as very good.

In interpretative reading of Making conclusion of the story indicates that the students’
comprehension gets more improvement about 28%. The data shows that mean score of pre-

tests is 63.63 and it is classified as fair while in the post - test is 82 and it is classified as good.
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