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INTRODUCTION

A Language is a communication tool used by humans to give and receive information
that humans can’t live without it. Talk about communication, we communicate each other
by use words or we call it vocabulary. Vocabulary, as one of The knowledge areas in
language is vocabulary, plays a great role for learners in acquiring a language (Cameron,
2001). It is impossible to master the four language skills without understanding a number of
vocabularies because it is fundamental in language learning.

Vocabulary as the basic aspect of English supports listening, reading, speaking, and
writing (Leny, 2006: I). Walkins (1972) stated that “without grammar very little can be
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conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed”. It shows that vocabulary is a very
important element, even though people have good ability in structures, but they do not have
good enough vocabulary to express their idea, the structures are nothing. Vocabulary and
grammatical constructs are essential but incomplete components of language, the learner has
more time to either balance input with existing experience or develop the appropriate
language (B, A., Akib, E., & Amin, B. 2021).

Mastering vocabulary is very important for students; even they are still in
elementary. Cited in Wardani (2015) that “vocabulary mastery is understanding the
utterances of others requires us to make meaningful a string of sound that strikes our ears
requires us to make inferences, using our knowledge of situation and language itself- it’s
sound, syntax, and semantics” ( Shamrock. 1991). With good vocabulary, students can be
easy to master four skills in learning English: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. With
good vocabulary, students can be easy to master four skills in learning English: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. It is hoped that they can use language effectively and join in
the global era.

Based on the researcher experienced of students’ of SMPN 4 Malili also their teacher
also said that they still have low vocabulary and they had problems in the class when giving
materials to the students, especially the vocabulary such as:

The first problem was that students still unfamiliar with English stuff, they unfamiliar
with English because they are fresh graduated elementary school. The second problem was
students think that learning English is difficult, such as the way it written is different with
the way it pronounces. Another problem was the students had low motivation and no
interesting to learn English.

According to Cross in Aza (2017) states that “there some ways of making clear the
meaning of a word and these may be used alone or a combination. They are Ostensive
Means, Verbal Definition, Audio Presentation, and running context.” Cross cited by Aza
(2017) said that “Ostensive Means by showing the real things in the classroom.” In the
process of teaching and learning vocabulary, teachers can bring real objects according to the
theme of lessons.

In reference to the explanations above, the researcher had the motivation to find out
significant of students’ vocabulary by using ostensive means as method. It was hoped that
the technique has significant of effect to students’ vocabulary mastery entitled “The
Effectiveness of Ostensive Means Method to Improve Students’ Vocabulary Mastery in
Learning English at VII Grade at SMPN 4 Malili”.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research used pre-experimental, pre-experimental design is a design that
includes only one group or class given pre and posttest. The one group pre-test and post-test
design was carried out on one group without any control or comparison groups. The subject
of this research was first grade at SMPN 4 Malili, totaling 25 students out a hundred students.

In this research, the data collection process began with the researcher gave pretest
was a vocabulary test to make sure the basic students’ ability in vocabulary, students would
give 37 vocabularies in English related to nouns with the theme things at home, part of body,
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the animals, and the fruits. Then the researcher gave treatment by using ostensive means
method. The last was giving students post-test to know is there any effectiveness.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Based on the result of the research, it can be concluded that researcher found the
effect of using ostensive means in learning English vocabulary as follows;

Chart 1. The Result of the Students’ Pre-Test and Post-test
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Based on the table above, it showed the students’ score in pre-test there was 1 (4%)
student that got average, 2 (8%) students got fair, was 6 (24%) that the students that poor,
16 (64%) the students that got very poor. Also based on the table above, it showed the
students’ score in pre-test there was 4 (16%) the student that got fair, 8 (32%) the students
got average, 10 (40%) the students got good, 2 (8%) the students got very good, and 1 (4%)
the students got excellent.
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Chart 2. The improvement Students’ Vocabulary Mastery
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The data in table three shows that the students' score mean in the pre-test 41 was

classified as very poor and from the post-test 75,44 it was classified as average. This mean

that the post-test score of students is higher than the score of students' pretest and the
improvement between pre-test and post-test was 81%.

Table . T-test, and T-table

Vocabulary T-test T-table Comparison Classification
Mastery 27,04 1.713 T-test> t-table Significantly
Different

Based on the table above, it could be concluded that the t-test value was greater than
the t-table (T-Test> T-Table), so the final result shows that the t-test score for the final score
of students' vocabulary achievement was (27,04>1.713 ) . This shows there is meaningful
difference between the students' vocabulary mastery in before and after using the ostensive
means.

CONCLUSION

From the explanation above the researcher concluded that the ostensive means
method in the teaching and learning process was effective to improve vocabulary
achievement VII grade students of SMPN 4 Malili, by using ostensive means the students
could improve their participant in teaching and learning process and also the knew the
meaning of things at home, parts of body, animals, and fruits. It was proven that there was
a meaningful difference between the value of t-test (27,04) which was higher than the value
of t-table (1.713).

REFERENCE

Algahtani, M. 2015. The Importance of Vocabulary in Language Learning and How To Be
Taught. International Journal of Teaching and education. Vol 3, pp. 25-26

Ayyub, B., & Akib, E. (2021). Promoting The Students Speaking Skill By Implementing
Collaborative Learning Method In Teaching Speaking Skill. IDEAS: Journal on
English Language Teaching and Learning, Linguistics and Literature, 9(1).Hornby.
2000. Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. England : Oxford University Press

Cameron, L. 2001. Teaching Languages to Young Learners. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Campillo. Teaching and Learning Vocabular an Introduction for English Students. Spain:
University of Castilla-La Mancha.

Celce and Hilles. 1988. Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language. First edition.
USA: Thomson Learning Inc.

Cross, David. 1991. Practical Handbook of Language Teaching. Britain: The Bath Press.

260 | ELTM
Jhesica et al (The Effectiveness of Ostensive Means Method)
English Language Teaching Methodology



Vol. 1, No. 3, December 2021 ISSN: 2828-1586, E-ISSN: 2810-0352

Guskey & Anderman. 2013. In search of a Useful Definition of Mastery. Lexington:
University of Kentucky.

Jackson, S.L. 2012. Research Method and Statistics: A Critical Approach. 4" edition.
Cengage Learning

Jannah, R. 2019. The Effective of Using Picture Inductive Model (PWIM) in Improve the
students’ Vocabulary Mastery. Makassar: Universitas Muhammadiyah Makassar

Legget, G. 2001. A Guide and Resource Book for Teacher. Cambridge: Cambridge

Lele, A. 2020. Using Odd One Out Game in Teaching Vocabulary of the Seventh Grade
Students at SMP Negeri 2 Palopo. Palopo: Cokroaminoto Palopo University

Leny. 2006. Teaching Vocabulary through Picture to the Kindergarten Students. Jakarta:
UIN Syarif Hidayatullah Press.

Montgomery, J. 2007. The Bridge of Vocabulary: Evidence Based Activities for Academic
Success. United States: NCS Pearson Inc

Mosher. B. 2007. Is Your Learning about Master or Competency? Retrieved from
https://clomedia.com/articles/view/is your learning about mastery or competen

cy

Muhmubah. (2000). The Using of Scrabble can Interest the Learners to Learn Vocabulary.
Makassar: UNM.

Mutakin, A. 2017. Improving Students’ Vocabulary Mastery by Using Ostensive Means (A
Classroom Action Research at the Fifth Grade Students of SDIT MTA Gemolong
in the 2016/2017 Academic Year). Surakarta: The State Islamic Institute of
Surakarta.

Nation, Paul. 1994. New Ways in Teaching Vocabulary. TESOL.

Nurvitasyari. 2017. The Use of Show and Tell (S&T) Method in Teaching Vocabulary at the
Second Year Students of Junior High School (Smp) Negeri 4 Galesong  Selatan
Kabupaten Takalar. UIN Alaudin Makassar.

261 | ELTM
Jhesica et al (The Effectiveness of Ostensive Means Method)
English Language Teaching Methodology


https://clomedia.com/articles/view/is_your_learning_about_mastery_or_competency
https://clomedia.com/articles/view/is_your_learning_about_mastery_or_competency

