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ABSTRACT 

The research aim to know the language learning strategies are used by female students of twelfth 

grade in learning English and also to know the language learning strategies are used by male 

Students of Twelfth Grade in Learning English at SMA Gunung Sari Makassar. The researcher 

applied Descriptive Qualitative Method. The samples of this research was Students of Class X1I 

taken by a cluster random sampling. In analyzed the collected data, the researcher used 

Quantitative data. The research findings showed that there was not big different among the 

frequency of each strategies that the students use. By direct strategy for female students the most 

frequently used strategy was memory strategies used (Mean Score 3,19) the usualy used by the 

students and followed by compensation strategies (Mean Score: 2,96). Cognitive strategies (Mean 

Score: 2,61) and for male  the most frequently used strategy was cognitive strategy (Mean Score: 

2,74), memory strategies (Mean Score: 2,32) the compensation (Mean Score:2,32). While by 

indirect strategy for female students the most frequently use strategy was metacognitive strategies 

( Mean score : 3,16 ), affective strategies ( Mean score : 3.08 ), social strategies ( Mean score : 

2.11 ), and for male the most frequently use strategy was affective strategies ( Mean score: 3.34 ). 

Metacognitive strategies ( Mean score : 3.10 ), and social strategies ( Mean score : 2.93 ). 

Therefore, it could be concluded that memory strategies was found as the most frequently 

sometimes used strategy by the students female  and affective strategies was found the most 

frequently used strategy by the student male 
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ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui strategi pembelajaran bahasa yang digunakan oleh 

siswa perempuan kelas dua belas dalam pembelajaran bahasa Inggris dan juga untuk mengetahui 

strategi pembelajaran bahasa yang digunakan oleh siswa laki-laki kelas dua belas dalam 

pembelajaran bahasa Inggris di SMA Gunung Sari Makassar. Peneliti menerapkan Metode 

Deskriptif Kualitatif. Sampel penelitian ini adalah Siswa Kelas X1I yang diambil secara cluster 

random sampling. Dalam menganalisis data yang terkumpul, peneliti menggunakan data 

Kuantitatif. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa tidak ada perbedaan yang besar antara 

frekuensi setiap strategi yang digunakan siswa. Dengan strategi langsung untuk siswa perempuan 

strategi yang paling sering digunakan adalah strategi memori yang digunakan (Skor Rata-rata 

3,19) yang biasa digunakan oleh siswa dan diikuti oleh strategi kompensasi (Skor Rata-Rata: 

2,96). Strategi kognitif (Skor Rata-rata: 2,61) dan untuk pria strategi yang paling sering 
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digunakan adalah strategi kognitif (Skor Rata-Rata: 2,74), strategi memori (Skor Rata-Rata: 2,32) 

kompensasi (Skor Rata-Rata:2,32) . Sedangkan strategi tidak langsung untuk siswa perempuan 

yang paling sering menggunakan strategi adalah strategi metakognitif (Skor rata-rata: 3,16), 

strategi afektif (Skor rata-rata: 3,08), strategi sosial (Skor rata-rata: 2,11), dan untuk laki-laki 

yang paling sering menggunakan strategi. adalah strategi afektif (Skor rata-rata: 3,34). Strategi 

metakognitif (Skor rata-rata: 3,10), dan strategi sosial (Skor rata-rata: 2,93). Oleh karena itu, 

dapat disimpulkan bahwa strategi memori ditemukan sebagai strategi yang paling sering 

digunakan oleh siswa perempuan dan strategi afektif ditemukan sebagai strategi yang paling 

sering digunakan oleh siswa laki-laki. 

 

Kata Kunci : Strategi Pembelajaran, Siswa Perempuan, Siswa Laki-Laki 

 

 

Introduction 

Language is universe. People who are gifted do not need much effort to capture one 

language or two language. But normal human being needs effort, interest and staying power to 

learn and adapt to new languages. To learn two language which is a foreign language is not 

easy for learners and thus they have to make themselves familiar with that language. Learning  

English  as  a  foreign language  is  having  some  problems  and difficulties  because  the  social  

and situation  of  where  English  is  used  do not support the learners to communicate in  English  

in  their  daily  life  situation. 

If the students want to be successful, they should be aware of language learning 

strategies because by language learning strategies, learning should be organized, planned, 

monitored and evaluated in their own learning. Therefore, the students need a particular strategy 

in learning to help them gain the knowledge and skill. Language learning strategies are 

generally defined as the tools that language learners consciously used to support their 

comprehension, learning and recall of the new information (O’Malley & Chammot 1990). 

Language learning strategies (LLS) are defined as the methods or techniques used by 

language learners to improve their own learning. According Ellis (2000) when learners face 

learning a second or foreign language, they use some specific ways to help them understand, 

memorize  and generate language better and more easily. Therefore, if learners can be more 

aware of the strategies they are using and practice how to use the strategies appropriately, they 

can become more successful learners.  

The  differences  in  using  strategies can be influenced by many factors such as based  

on  the  age,  personality,  motivation, gender, etc.  One of the factor here is based on the  gender.  
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According  Samiyan  (2015:  83)  findings  of  numerous researches  have  shown  that  gender  

has  a significant  effect on  the  extent of  strategy use. It is proven that gender can influence 

the students  of  using  language  learning strategies.  Between  male  and  female  are certain  

to  have  different  characteristics who  can  be  influenced  their  ability  in learning English.  

Based on some previous research,  it  found  that  the  students  who have high performer in 

speaking will have some strategies in their learning.. 

Therefore the students want to successful in learning, the students should be aware of 

language learning strategies because by language learning strategies the learning should be 

organized, planned, monitored and evaluated in their own learning. According to Cohen, (1990)  

that “learning strategies are processes which are consciously selected by learners and which 

may result in actions taken to enhance the learning  or  use  of  a  second  or  foreign  language  

through  the  storage,  retention,  recall,  and  application  of information about that language”  

Based on the previous statement above, it is revealed that language learning English is 

the real challenge for most student. While that the learning English is important for them to 

master. So, the language learning strategies can help the student to get easy in learning English 

and the student are able to speak in English. 

The result of observation in SMA Islam Terpadu Gunung Sari Makassar on 20 august 

2018 academic year 2018/2019. The students was categories as low in  learning English so the 

researcher will be know whether gender makes differences in language learning strategies 

among learners, and to be sure regards of this problems the needs of this particular research is 

vital to unveil the existences of the differences strategies applay by male and female  learners. 

By looking at the background statement, the researcher interested in conducting the research at 

SMA Gunung Sari Makassar academic year 2018/2019 by title: The analysis of different 

learning strategies of female and male students. The researcher will be know what kinds of 

the learning strategies used by the students, that high achiever students and low achiever 

students in learning English. Furthermore the researcher wants to conduct the research at 

eleventh grade student.  

Based on the background above, the research will be study about the language learning 

strategies that the students used. The problem of this study can be formulated in the question 

below: 
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1. What are the language learning strategies used by female students of twelfth grade in 

learning English at SMA Islam Terpadu Gunung Sari Makassar? 

2. What are the language learning strategies used by male students of twelfth grade in 

learning English at SMA Islam Terpadu Gunung Sari Makassar? 

Literature Review 

Language Learning Strategies 

According to Aristotle human language  is  social  and diverse. In Aristotle‟s view, the 

cognition of good and bad, of right and wrong, and of the other moral qualities is the special  

feature  of  human  mind,  but  all  these  values   are not innate, but social. Human beings have to 

learn these values  in  the  society  and  also  learn  to  use  language  to express  these  values.  

What  is  innate  and  universal  for Aristotle  is  not  human  language,  but  “voice”.  Aristotle  

thinks  that  the  animals  within  the  same  genus  can  emit the same “voice”, but the articulated 

“speech” is not only different along with genus, even within the same genus, the articulated 

“speech” changes according to locality. 

Definition of Learning  

Akib and Ghafar (2015) learning is a process to understand and to gain knowledge. 

Teaching and learning process does not only talk about the process, but it also talks about the 

result. Teacher or lecturers should used the test as a tool in measuring the students’ ability or 

performance, and decided, whether the students can pass or not. Consequently, learning about 

language is needed to make people gave a good communication each other’s.  

Theory Male and Female in learning English 

The most  obvious  difference  between  male  and  female is  the  biological difference. 

However, they are also different in many other factors. The difference in learning between male 

and female seems to bring some differences in their learning. The difference in ability is important 

to be examined especially in education field. There  are  some  difference  in  some  specific  

abilities  such  as  verbal  abilities involving vocabulary, and mechanical abilities. 

Methods 

Research Design 

The present study is Descriptive Study. The research is design to find out what the 

differences in language learning strategies used by female and male students of Twelve Grade at 

SMA Gunung Sari Makassar Academic Year 2018/2019. 
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Population and Sample 

Population will be taken from the twelve grade students and the number of population at 

twelve grade students of SMA Gunung Sari Makassar academic year 2018/2019 is about 26 

students. The sample of this research one class of the sample. The sample in this research class 

XII. 

Research Instrument 

 There are two instruments in this study. The first instrument is questionnaire. The 

researcher will uses questionnaire to know the language learning strategies are used by 

the students. The results of the LLS consist of six parts of language learning strategies: 

memory, cognitive, compensation, metacognitive, affective, and social strategies 

.version 5,0 has 25 questions and the learner needs to will use a five-point scale to rank 

from 1 (never or almost never used) to 5 (always or almost always used). The second 

instrument is documentation.  

Results  

A. Score Classification of Female Students 

1. direct strategies 

 

As it can be seen from the data above, the original data of the LLS is presented the chart of 

the strategies are illustrated in figure 1. Based on the result of the LLS, there where some distinct 

findings of strategy use among the participant strategies, which was supported by the previous 

studies, such as chang, et al (2007) a study of language learning strategies used by college EFL 

learning in Taiwan, which showed that compensation strategies were mostly used. 
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Based on direct strategy for female students the most frequently used strategy was memory 

strategies (Mean Score 3,19), followed by compensation strategies (Mean Score: 2,96), Cognitive 

strategies (Mean Score: 2.74). There was not a big different among the frequency of each strategies 

that the students use. 

2. Indirect strategies   

 

figure 4.4. The Score female of All Learners in Form of Chart 

 

As it can be seen from the data above, the original data of the LLS is presented  the 

chart of the strategies are illustrated in figure 4. Based on the result of the LLS, there where 

some distinct findings of strategy use among the participant strategies, which was 

supported by the previous studies, such as chang, et al (2007) a study of language learning 

strategies used by college EFL learning in Taiwan, which showed that compensation 

strategies were mostly used. 

Bassed on indirect strategy for female students the most frequently used srtategy 

was metacognitive strategies (Mean Score : 3,16). Followed by Affective strategies (Mean 

3.08), social strategies (Mean score: 2.11). There was not a big different among the 

frequency of each strategies that the students use 
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B. Score Classification of Male Students 

1. Direct strategies 

 

As it can be seen from the data above, the original data of the LLS is presented the chart of 

the strategies are illustrated in figure 1. Based on the result of the LLS, there where some distinct 

findings of strategy use among the participant strategies, which was supported by the previous 

studies, such as chang, et al (2007) a study of language learning strategies used by college EFL 

learning in Taiwan, which showed that compensation strategies were mostly used. 

Based on direct strategy for male the most frequently used strategy was affective strategies 

(Mean : 3,34), followed by metacognitive (Mean: 3,10) and social strategies (Mean:2,93). There 

was not a big different among the frequency of each strategies that the students use. 
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2. Indirect strategies  

 

Figure 4.6. The Score male of All Learners in Form of Chart 

 

As it can be seen from the data above, the original data of the LLS is presented  the 

chart of the strategies are illustrated in figure 6. Based on the result of the LLS, there where 

some distinct findings of strategy use among the participant strategies, which was 

supported by the previous studies, such as chang, et al (2007) a study of language learning 

strategies used by college EFL learning in Taiwan, which showed that compensation 

strategies were mostly used. 

Based on indirect strategy for male the most frequently used strategy was affective 

strategies (Mean : 3,34), followed by metacognitive (Mean: 3,10) and social strategies 

(Mean:2,93). There was not a big different among the frequency of each strategies that the 

students use. 

 

Discussion 

Based on the data found from the observation and from the questionnaire, the  researcher  

found  the  students  learning  strategies  in  English of twelve  grade  students in SMA Islam 

Terpadu Gunung Sari Makassar and weaknesses, the detail as follows:  
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For Male the first is memory strategy. The most frequently used strategy was memory  

strategies (Mean score : 3.19). According Alfiyanaini (2017), Memory-related strategies help 

learners link one language item of concept with another but do not necessarily involve deep 

understanding memory related strategies enable learners to learn and retrieve information, create 

learning and retrieval via sounds, images a combination of sounds and images, body movement, 

mechanical means, or location  

The second followed by Metacognitive  strategies  (Mean score 3.16) sometimes used the 

students. According Alfiyanaini (2017), Metacognitive  strategies  refer  to  learners’  behavior  in 

centering, arranging, planning and evaluating their learning. It means that  metacognitive  strategy  

is  a  term  to  express  executive  function, strategies  which  require  planning  for  learning,  

thinking  about  the learning process as it is taking place, monitoring of one’s production or 

comprehension and evaluation learning after activity is completed.  

The  third followed by strategy  affective (Mean score : 3.08) sometimes used the students. 

According Alfiyanaini (2017), strategies affective is  question  for clarification.  According  to  

results  of  interview  and  observation,  student  in  active to ask about the pronunciation in learning 

English whether it  is  correct  or  not.   Based  on  the  result  above,  the  writer  concluded  that 

question for clarification learning strategy is appropriate to help students in clarifying the learning 

English materials that they do not understand. In  last Social  strategies (Mean score : 2.11) . There  

are  some  strategies  that  used  by  them: The  first  strategy  is  cooperation.  In  here,  the  main  

point  is  the  students’ activities, especially their English conversation practices in daily activities 

to improve their speaking ability                                                            

For female the  first is strategy affective. The most frequently used strategy was memory  

strategies (Mean score 3.34). According Alfiyanaini (2017), strategies  is  question  for 

clarification.  According  to  results  of  interview  and  observation,  student  in  active to ask about 

the pronunciation in learning English whether it  is  correct  or  not.   Based  on  the  result  above,  

the  writer  concluded  that question for clarification learning strategy is appropriate to help 

students in clarifying the learning English materials that they do not understand. 

The second followed by Metacognitive  strategies (Mean score 3.10) sometime used by 

students According Alfiyanaini (2017), Metacognitive  strategies  refer  to  learners’  behavior  in 

centering, arranging, planning and evaluating their learning. It means that  metacognitive  strategy  

is  a  term  to  express  executive  function, strategies  which  require  planning  for  learning,  
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thinking  about  the learning process as it is taking place, monitoring of one’s production or 

comprehension and evaluation learning after activity is completed. 

The third followed by Social  strategies  (Mean score 2.93) sometimes used by the students. 

According Alfiyanaini (2017), Social  strategies used  cooperation  and questioning  for  

clarification.  There  are  some  strategies  that  used  by  them: The  first  strategy  is  cooperation.  

In  here,  the  main  point  is  the  students’ activities, especially their English conversation practices 

in daily activities to improve their speaking ability. According to the results, the students try to 

asking their friend to help them in memorizing  sentences or vocabulary  in learning English SMA 

Gunung Sari Makassar. 

In the last Compensation strategies (Mean score: 2.32) generally not used by the students. 

Compensation strategies is Guessing intelligently and Overcoming limitation in speaking and 

writing. According to Murcia (2001), ‘’compensation strategies (e.g, guessing from the context in 

listening and reading, using synonyms and ‘’talking around’’ the missing word to aid speaking and 

writing, And strictly for speaking-using gestures of pause words) help the learners make up for 

missing knowledge “.From that explanation, it implies that compensation strategy is a strategy 

which is needed to overcome any gaps in knowledge of the language. Therefore, the student who 

are using compensation strategies could guess the language by using linguistic clues and other 

clues. 

 

Conclusion 

The language learning strategies use by female students are Memory strategies was 

found as the most frequently used strategy. Followed by metacognitive strategies, effective 

strategies, compensation strategies, cognitive strategies and social strategies were the least 

frequently used in language learning strategies. 

 

The language learning strategies use by male students are Affective strategies was 

found as the most frequently used strategy. Followed by  metacognitive strategies, social 

strategies, cognitive strategies, memory strategies and compensation strategies were the least 

frequently used in language learning strategies.  
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