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The growing demand for entrepreneurial competencies in higher 
education has encouraged universities to adopt contextual learning 
approaches that integrate local cultural resources into entrepreneurship 
education. However, empirical studies investigating the implementation 
of local wisdom-based edupreneurship in teacher education remain limited, 
particularly within English Education Study Programs. This study aimed 
to investigate the implementation of a local wisdom-based edupreneurship 
learning model and evaluate its effectiveness in improving the 
entrepreneurial learning outcomes of students in the English Education 
Study Program at UKI Toraja. A quantitative pre-experimental approach 
employing a One-Group Pretest–Posttest Design was adopted. The 
participants were 23 fifth-semester students selected through purposive 
sampling. Data were collected using an achievement test, classroom 
observation, and documentation. The intervention integrated Torajan 
local wisdom into contextual edupreneurship learning through 
collaborative discussions, business idea development, product 
prototyping, and project presentations. The findings revealed an 
improvement in students' entrepreneurial learning outcomes, with the 
mean score increasing from 46.52 on the pretest to 48.91 on the posttest. 
The paired comparison indicated a statistically significant difference 
between the pretest and posttest scores, suggesting that the learning 
model positively enhanced students' entrepreneurial competence. 
Classroom observations further demonstrated increased participation, 
collaboration, creativity, and entrepreneurial initiative throughout the 
learning process. These findings indicate that integrating Torajan local 
wisdom into edupreneurship learning provides a meaningful contextual 
learning experience while strengthening students' entrepreneurial 
competence. The study contributes to the development of culturally 
responsive entrepreneurship education and offers a practical 
instructional model that can be adapted by higher education institutions 
in culturally diverse regions. 
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INTRODUCTION  
The demands placed on higher education have evolved considerably in response to rapid 

technological advancement, globalization, and increasingly complex labor market 
expectations. Universities are no longer expected to produce graduates who possess strong 
disciplinary knowledge alone; they are also expected to cultivate creativity, innovation, critical 
thinking, adaptability, and entrepreneurial competence. As a result, entrepreneurship 
education has become an important strategic component of higher education, equipping 
students with the ability to recognize opportunities, create value, and respond effectively to 
social and economic challenges. Numerous studies have demonstrated that entrepreneurship 
education contributes positively to students' entrepreneurial knowledge, self-efficacy, 
innovative thinking, and entrepreneurial intentions, particularly when learning experiences 
are authentic and practice-oriented (Anubhav et al., 2024; Martínez-Gregorio et al., 2021; 
Nabi et al., 2021). 

Among the various approaches to entrepreneurship education, edupreneurship has 
attracted growing attention because it combines educational objectives with entrepreneurial 
practice. Rather than emphasizing business theory alone, edupreneurship encourages students 
to engage directly with real-world problems, identify opportunities within their surroundings, 
and develop innovative solutions that have practical value. Through experiential and 
contextual learning activities, students are expected to transform theoretical understanding 
into entrepreneurial action. Previous research has reported that this approach enhances 
creativity, entrepreneurial competence, and graduate employability (Gómez, 2024; Lackéus, 
2020; Rodrigues, 2023). However, most existing studies have concentrated on 
entrepreneurship education in general or on technology-driven innovation, while 
comparatively little attention has been given to the integration of indigenous knowledge and 
local cultural resources into edupreneurship, particularly in teacher education programs. 

At the same time, there is growing international recognition that indigenous knowledge 
and local wisdom represent valuable educational resources capable of enriching higher 
education. Integrating cultural knowledge into learning not only strengthens students' 
understanding of their social environment but also contributes to cultural preservation, 
sustainable development, and community empowerment (Ayandibu, 2025; Brondizio et al., 
2021; Tamtik, 2023). Within entrepreneurship education, local wisdom provides authentic 
contexts from which students can identify business opportunities rooted in the unique 
characteristics of their communities. Nevertheless, empirical studies examining the systematic 
integration of local wisdom into edupreneurship learning remain relatively limited, especially in 
English teacher education where entrepreneurship is rarely positioned as an essential 
professional competency. 

The cultural landscape of Toraja offers an ideal setting for addressing this issue. Widely 
recognized for its distinctive traditions, customary architecture, wood carving, weaving, coffee, 
culinary heritage, and internationally known cultural tourism, Toraja possesses abundant 
cultural and economic resources with entrepreneurial potential. These local assets extend 
beyond their cultural significance; they provide authentic learning materials through which 
students can explore business opportunities while strengthening their appreciation of local 
identity. Embedding Torajan local wisdom within entrepreneurship education therefore 
creates opportunities for students to connect academic learning with the realities of their 
communities and to develop entrepreneurial ideas that are both culturally meaningful and 
economically relevant. 
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Despite the increasing number of studies on entrepreneurship education, an important 
gap remains. Existing research has largely focused on improving entrepreneurial intention, 
business competence, or entrepreneurial mindset without paying sufficient attention to how 
indigenous cultural values can be systematically incorporated into entrepreneurship learning. 
Moreover, empirical evidence regarding the implementation of local wisdom-based 
edupreneurship in English Education Study Programs is still scarce. This indicates the need for 
a contextual instructional model capable of integrating entrepreneurial learning with local 
cultural resources while preparing future English teachers to become innovative, adaptive, and 
socially responsive graduates. 

Addressing this gap, the present study introduces a local wisdom-based edupreneurship 
learning model specifically designed for students of the English Education Study Program at 
UKI Toraja. The originality of this research lies not only in integrating Torajan cultural values 
into entrepreneurship learning but also in applying this integration within an English teacher 
education context, where entrepreneurship has traditionally received limited attention. By 
combining contextual learning principles with indigenous cultural knowledge, the proposed 
model enables students to transform local resources into entrepreneurial ideas while 
simultaneously strengthening their pedagogical competence and cultural awareness. 

Accordingly, this study aims to investigate the implementation of the local wisdom-based 

edupreneurship learning model and to evaluate its effectiveness in improving the 
entrepreneurial learning outcomes of English Education students at UKI Toraja. It is expected 
that the findings will contribute to the expanding body of knowledge on culturally responsive 
entrepreneurship education while offering practical insights for universities seeking to 
integrate local wisdom into innovative and sustainable higher education practices. 

RESEARCH METHOD 
This research uses quantitative method with pre-experimental research design of One-

Group Pretest-Posttest Design to observe the impact of local wisdom-based edupreneurship 
learning model on students’ entrepreneurial learning outcomes. 

This strategy provided a pretest to participants prior to the intervention and a posttest 
after the learning activities to determine changes that might be attributed to the treatment. 

Table 1 One-Group Pretest-Posttest Design 

Pretest Treatment Posttest 

01 X 02 

Notes: Pretest (O1) examines students’ initial knowledge; Treatment (X) implements the 

local wisdom-based edupreneurship learning paradigm; and posttest (O2) measures changes 
following treatment. 

The research was carried out at the English Education Study Program, UKI Toraja, from 
March to December 2024. The participants were 23 fifth-semester students recruited by 
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purposive sampling. All participants had attended the Entrepreneurship course and could be 
considered to have gained similar basic knowledge before the intervention. 

The research equipment were: (1) achievement test, (2) observation sheet, (3) 
documentation. The accomplishment exam was a test with ten multiple choice items to 
measure the students’ grasp on the entrepreneurial ideas and the application of Torajan local 
wisdom in entrepreneurial activities. The observation sheet is used to monitor students’ 
engagement, collaboration, creativity, communication, and entrepreneurial initiative during 
the learning process. To further support and validate the findings from the tests and the 
classroom observation, documentation in the form of images, students’ business plans, 
presentation material and product prototypes were collected. 

Before the intervention, the research tools were assessed by specialists in entrepreneurial 
education and English education for content validity. Their recommendations were used to 
adapt each instrument to make it relevant, clear and appropriate. Before administering the 
accomplishment test, the internal consistency of the test was studied. 

The instructional intervention unfolded across three distinct phases. In the initial stage, 
a pretest was administered to establish a baseline measure of the participants' existing 
entrepreneurial literacy. Following this, the core treatment was deployed through an 

edupreneurship learning model anchored in both Torajan cultural heritage and contextual 
teaching and learning (CTL) methodologies. During this phase, students engaged in 
collaborative dialogue to map out business opportunities utilizing regional assets, formulated 
conceptual ventures, engineered basic product prototypes, and delivered group project 
presentations. To capture qualitative dynamics during these activities, continuous classroom 
observations were maintained to track student involvement and emergent entrepreneurial 
mindsets. The process concluded with a posttest utilizing the original assessment tool, 
allowing for a direct evaluation of shifts in learning outcomes attributable to the program. 

Descriptive and inferential statistics were used to analyze the data collected and to 
compare the students’ learning outcomes before and after the implementation of the local 

wisdom-based edupreneurship learning model. 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Result 
Students’ Pretest Performance 
 To evaluate students’ entrepreneurial literacy and their grasp of embedding local wisdom 
into business practices, a baseline assessment was conducted. The descriptive analysis indicate 
an initial mean score of 46.52, reflecting a moderate level of foundational knowledge among 
participants before the instructional intervention. Furthermore, the pretest scores ranged 
from a minimum of 35 to a maximum of 50, highlighting a distinct variance in the students’ 
prior understanding. 

Table 2. Descriptive Statistics of Pretest and Posttest Scores 

Variable N Mean Minimum Maximum 
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Pretest 23 46.52 35 50 

Posttest 23 48.91 40 50 

 

 

Fig. 1. Student Pretest Score Distribution 

Students’ Posttest Performance 
Upon completing the local wisdom-integrated edupreneurship program, students 

underwent the identical assessment to evaluate post-intervention outcomes. The resulting data 
demonstrated a demonstrable shift upward in academic performance. Specifically, the average 
score rose to 48.91, accompanied by a notable increase in the lowest recorded score from 35 
to 40. Although the maximum score remained capped at 50, indicating that top-performing 
students sustained their high proficiency, the overall mean advanced by 2.39 points. This 
margin underscores a meaningful growth in the participants' entrepreneurial competencies 
following the instructional activities. 

 

Fig. 2. Student Posttest Score Distribution 
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Comparison of Pretest and Posttest Scores 

A comparison between students’ pretest and posttest scores is presented in fig. 3 below. 

 
Fig. 3. Comparison of Students’ Pretest and Posttest Scores 

Paired Sample t-Test 
To evaluate whether the recorded academic gains were statistically meaningful, a paired-

samples t-test was executed. The inferential analysis yielded a calculated t-value of 4.76, 

surpassing the critical threshold of 2.074 with 22 degrees of freedom (df = 22) at the α = 0.05 
significance level. Consequently, the null hypothesis (H0) was rejected. This outcome confirms 
a statistically significant divergence between the students' initial pretest marks and their 
subsequent posttest scores, validating the impact of the intervention. 

Table 3. Paired Samples t-test Results 
Variable Mean Difference t df Sig. 

Pretest-Posttest 2.39 4.76 22 < 0.05 

Taken together, these results provide strong empirical evidence that integrating local 

wisdom into the edupreneurship learning model substantially enhances students' academic 
outcomes in entrepreneurship. 

To complement the aforementioned data, the comprehensive statistical results of the 
assessment are presented in the table below. 

Table 4. Statistical Test Results 
No Student ID Pretest Posttest Difference 

1 M 1 50 50 0 

2 M 2 50 50 0 

3 M 3 40 40 0 

4 M 4 50 45 -5 

5 M 5 50 45 -5 
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6 M 6 50 50 0 

7 M 7 50 50 0 

8 M 8 45 50 +5 

9 M 9 45 50 +5 

10 M 10 50 50 0 

11 M 11 50 50 0 

12 M 12 45 50 +5 

13 M 13 45 45 0 

14 M 14 45 50 +5 

15 M 15 50 50 0 

16 M 16 45 50 +5 

17 M 17 45 45 0 

18 M 18 50 50 0 

19 M 19 50 50 0 

20 M 20 50 50 0 

21 M 21 35 50 +15 

22 M 22 50 50 0 

23 M 23 45 50 +5 

 Average 46,52 48,91 +2.39 

 
Discussion 
 Empirical evidence indicates that executing an edupreneurship framework grounded in 
local wisdom yields substantial advancements across students’ intellectual (cognitive), 
emotional (affective), and practical skills (psychomotor domains). This outcome aligns with 
Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) tenets, which posit that academic efficacy is 
maximized when learners bridge theoretical knowledge with tangible socio-cultural 
environments. By embedding Torajan cultural values and regional economic potentials into 
the entrepreneurial curriculum, abstract concepts were effectively translated into viable, 
localized business prospects. 
 Culturally contextualized learning stimulated advanced cognitive mastery, enabling 
students to discern and exploit entrepreneurial avenues within their heritage. This dynamic 
substantiates Vygotsky’s constructivist paradigm, emphasizing that knowledge acquisition is 
inherently mediated by social and cultural interactions. Moreover, contemporary literature 
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corroborates that merging heritage with entrepreneurial education fosters critical thinking, 
creativity, and opportunity recognition by elevating material relevance. 
 Affectively, there was a pronounced escalation in student motivation, proactive 

engagement, and entrepreneurial consciousness, Core communal values, namely gotong royong 
(mutual collaboration), civic duty, and a robust work ethic, became deeply ingrained during 
the pedagogical process. Such behavioral shifts resonate with Bandura’s Social Cognitive 
Theory, which underscores the reciprocal determinism between environmental factors and 
behavioral modification. This mirrors prior research demonstrating that culturally infused 
entrepreneurship curricula reinforce entrepreneurial intent, self-efficacy, and community-
oriented responsibility. 
 Psychomotor advancement was demonstrated through the students’ proficiency in 
formulating business proposals, engineering product prototypes, and structuring marketing 
frameworks for indigenous goods, innovation was particularly evident in the digital packaging 
and promotion of traditional crafts and culinary arts. This hands-on competence validates 
Kolb’s experience learning Theory, which positions concrete experience as central to skill 

acquisition. These insights reinforce existing consensus that project-based edupreneurship 
cultivates technical business acumen, innovative capacity, and market readiness . 
 Ultimately, this study confirms that incorporating indigenous wisdom into 
entrepreneurial pedagogy optimizes academic performance, instills ethical character, and 
builds practical capabilities. In line with previous empirical data, this localized approach 
bridges the gap between classroom learning and sustainable economic development. 
Consequently, this model serves as a strategic pedagogical tool to produce career-ready 
graduates capable of driving innovation rooted in local heritage. 

CONCLUSION 
This research explored the efficacy of embedding indigenous Torajan values into an 

edupreneurship pedagogical framework to enhance the entrepreneurial competencies of English 
Education students at UKI Toraja. Empirical evidence from the assessment data revealed a 
statistically meaningful upward shift in student achievement post-intervention, confirming 
that a culturally responsive curriculum strongly reinforces entrepreneurial literacy. Rather 
than merely boosting theoretical comprehension, this instructional approach prompted 
learners to actively map out and transform local cultural assets into viable business initiatives. 
The unique academic contribution of this work centers on this deliberate fusion of traditional 
Torajan heritage with edupreneurship within teacher training, effectively establishing a 
contextual educational model that simultaneously champions entrepreneurial readiness and 
heritage preservation. 

Broadly speaking, these insights expand the current literature on higher education 
entrepreneurship by demonstrating how culturally anchored methodologies can cultivate 
robust business skills. From a practical standpoint, the study offers a viable alternative 
curriculum blueprint for higher education institutions aiming to foster graduate enterprise 
while revitalizing regional socioeconomic assets. However, certain methodological parameters 
must be acknowledged: the reliance on a one-group pretest-posttest architecture, a modest 
participant cohort, and its execution within one university necessarily constrain the 
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immediate generalizability of the outcomes. To build upon these insights, future scholarly 
efforts should adopt quasi-experimental frameworks utilizing broader, multi-institutional 
samples. Longitudinal research is likewise encouraged to investigate the enduring impacts of 
local wisdom-infused training on long-term entrepreneurial intent, digital business agility, 
market sustainability, and post-graduation career trajectories. 
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